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self on guard against seduction, dissimulating his
intentions while inspiring confidence, He must al-
ways be composed and must always observe the forms
of polite society. Diplomacy became a doubly refined
art in the eighteenth century, and the word diplomat
was synonymous with "crafty dissembler/1

Diplomatic negotiations had at that time (the eigh-
teenth century) a great range. Each country1 was
considered to be the domain of a reigning family, and
the government followed the rules common to private
ownership. At the death of a sovereign the State
passed over to his heir, if need were it was divided
among several heirs; if he had no direct heir the
country fell to the share of some distant relative, usu-
ally to some foreign prince, for the members of a
reigning family could marry only into another royal
family, consequently only outside of their native land.

The sovereign also had the right to exchange or to
give up his provinces, if he so wished. In any case
the subjects were not consulted; the country belonged
to the sovereign, not to the inhabitants. It was the
sovereigns who carried on negotiations, not the in-
habitants. Until the nineteenth century treaties had
been signed only in the name of the sovereigns; a
treaty was concluded not between France and Prussia,2
but between the King of France and the King of
Prussia.

This system is called the family policy. It reduces
affairs of the state to family affairs. Questions of

> Except the republics of Switzerland, Holland, Venice, and

4 This manner of speaking, which is usually employed in t&9
manuals of history is very inexact,